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Back  to  school  prayer  

 

God of knowledge and wisdom, bless all students young and old, as they begin a new school year.  

Help them discover and develop the gifts you have given them.  As they grow in knowledge, help them to 

also grow in kindness and compassion, learning respect for themselves and others. 

 

We ask your blessing on parents and the staff who care for our students.   

Strengthen them to surround our students with encouragement, support and love. 

 

Remind us that wherever we go, you are always with us.   

Fill us with the joy of learning so that we may be better equipped to be your servants. 

 

Amen 

 

  



Principalôs Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back to School 

On behalf of the staff of Yidarra Catholic Primary School, I would like to welcome all students and their families 

to the new school year. Our dedicated staff have worked very hard over the break to prepare the grounds, 

buildings and teaching programs for the 2019 school year. We are indeed very fortunate to have the school 

and facilities that are provided here at Yidarra Catholic Primary School. I particularly, welcome the new 

students and their families joining the Yidarra community for the very first time. My prayer and hope for you 

is that your association with the school will be long and lasting, and one filled with many memorable memories.  

 

We all know that children receive the best education when parents and staff work as a team.  Parentsô 

enthusiasm, support and involvement are integral to the success of our school as are the skills, dedication 

and professionalism of teachers.  Together, staff and parents can provide educational excellence for every 

student, so that they can achieve their personal best.  Together, we can support one another to provide a 

friendly learning environment and celebrate our achievements. 

 

Education today is a complex engagement because of the intensity and variety of external influences 

particularly through various forms of media and electronic communications.  Our school has a special role in 

assisting every parent with the education of their children, so that all children will develop a sense of personal 

responsibility and learn the correct use of freedom.  Throughout the year, our school will also provide 

experiences of liturgy and prayer as invitations to know and experience the enormous love and special 

friendship of God. I hope our school will be a place where staff, students and families have opportunities to 

experience Godôs presence in our lives. I pray that the school year ahead, will see our staff and parents in 

genuine partnership in our collective role and faith education of the children at Yidarra. 

 

It was tremendous to see all our students return to school looking so refreshed and energised for the new 

year. I couldnôt believe how much some of our students had grown and changed over the break . . . donôt our 

Year One students look so grown-up in their School Uniform? 
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Welcome Back to School 

Congratulations to all our Mums and Dads on getting their children ready for the start of the year. I appreciate 

it can be very hectic trying to organise all the things necessary for the new school year. Well Done! Thank 

you also for making a real effort with the School Uniform, as this is most important, particularly as we try and 

set the standard and expectation for the beginning of the year. 

 

School Priorities  

This year the whole school will be focusing on ñGrowing in our learningò and the Mercy value of 

compassion. I will be talking more about these priorities in future newsletters.  

 

New Staff 

We have some new faces who have joined our staff for 2019. We welcome the following new staff members 

and trust that their time in our school will be happy and rewarding: 

 

Mr Nik Hofmeester    Assistant Principal 

Miss Sophie Monteleone  Yr 5R teacher 

Mrs Nicola OôLoughlin   Indonesian teacher 

Mrs Louise Cimetta   Technologies Teacher  

Mrs Sarah Hill    Technologies Teacher 

Mr Tyler Carbone   Groundsperson 

 

Welcome to Fr Simeon San 

We welcome Fr Simeon, who is the new assistant priest of St Thomas More Parish. We look forward to Fr 

Simeon visiting our school and celebrating mass and liturgies with our community.  

 

Parent Information Evening  

This year the Parent Information Evening program will be different to previous years, as it will not entail 

individual year level information sessions. Instead, teachers will send year level and class information out to 

parents in the first couple of weeks of school. Yidarra will still conduct a Parent Information Evening.  The 

meeting will be held at Corpus Christi College Gymnasium, on Tuesday 19th February at 6:30pm. It will be 

a joint meeting involving Yidarra, Orana and Queen of Apostles Schools as the three schools have formed a 

working partnership with the international educationalist, Lee Watanabe-Crockett, from the Global Digital 

Citzenship Foundation. Lee will support and mentor our staff to enrich their pedagogy and provide the 

necessary skills that will prepare our students for the future. Through this future focused learning approach, 

we aim to equip our students with critical thinking and problem solving skills. Please join us for the Parent 

Information Evening to learn more about this regional approach.  
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Community Welcome Night 

All new and existing Yidarra families, as well as staff, are invited to attend the 2019 Community Welcome 

Night on Friday, 15 February at 4:30pm. This annual event it one of the highlights of the school year as 

members of our school community come together for an enjoyable evening with a sausage sizzle, DJ, 

inflatables, an ice cream and coffee truck. You can bring along a picnic or pre-order your food and drinks. 

Please note that the orders for food and drinks needs to be returned to the school by Monday 11th February. 

We look forward to seeing you on the night. 

 

Thank You 

On behalf of the community I would like to express our appreciation to our Yidarra P & F Association for the 

installation of the new playground equipment in the nature play area of the school. The students thoroughly 

enjoyed playing on the fort and flying fox this week and it will bring great pleasure to the students for many 

years to come. 

 

School Times  

School commences: 8:40am 

Recess is from: 10:30am ï 11:00am 

Lunch time is from: 12:40pm ï 1: 10pm 

School concludes: 3:00pm 

 

Please note: 

Staff meetings are held every Wednesday afternoon after school and the office will be closed. 

 

Parents are reminded that students arriving at school before classrooms are opened at 8:30am are to wait in 

the undercover area as there is no supervision of students by staff before 8:20am. Students can be booked 

into Camp Australia before school sessions for supervision prior to this time.  

 

In the afternoon, school staff will supervise the departure of students at the pick-up points outside the school 

office and canteen between 3.00 ï 3:20pm.   

 

Children are not to play on the school equipment before school. After school students can only play on 

equipment if they are supervised by their parent.  Thank you for your assistance with this safety matter.  
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Ways to Assist Your Child to Succeed at School 

A new school year means a fresh start for students. Regardless of your childôs performance last year, they 

start school with a clean slate. A break offers students the chance to begin new habits and adopt new 

behaviours. 

 

Here are seven ideas from Michael Grose to help you make the most of the fresh start and make this year 

your childôs best year ever year at school 

 

7 Ways to Make a Sensational Start to the School Year 

 

1. Commit to your child going to school every day on time 

One of the most important things you can do to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure 

he or she goes to school every day ï and gets there on time. Kids spend more time asleep than at 

school, so we need to maximise every day to get full value. 

 

2. Help kids start each day well 

A good nightôs sleep, a healthy breakfast and some words of encouragement from you will help set a 

positive tone for a day of learning. This may mean that you adjust your morning routine so that kids 

have plenty of time to get up, eat and get ready for the day. Consider taking a leaf out of the book of 

a friend of mine who gets her children to make their beds each morning which sets the tone for a 

productive day ahead. 

 

3. Establish work & study habits 

The most successful students are those that develop regular study habits that suit their lifestyle, their 

study style and their schoolôs expectations. Find out the work expectations from your childôs or young 

personôs school and help them establish a work routine that matches their personality, lifestyle and 

family style. Be flexible here as one size doesnôt fit all when it comes to study routines.  

 

4. Make sure your child gets enough sleep 

I encourage you to make a big focus as this year as many children and young people are sleep-

deprived, which impacts on their well-being and their learning. A good nightôs sleep consolidates 

learning, as well as assisting future learning. Children need between 10-12 hours of sleep each day, 

while teens need a minimum of nine hours. Help kids get sufficient sleep by having a regular bed-time 

and get-up time each day. Have 45-minute wind-down time each night, and remove screens and 

mobile phones from bedrooms.  
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7 Ways to Make a Sensational Start to the School Year 

 

5. Get your kids outside more for good physical and mental health 

Kids today get less exercise than those of past generations, which is an impediment to learning and 

mental health. Health professionals recommend a minimum of 60 minutes of exercise per day for kids 

of all ages. Encourage kids to play sport; promote free and active play and look for ways to make 

moving part of their daily lives. Consider increasing your childôs green time and decreasing screen 

time for good physical and mental health.  

 

6. Focus on being friendly  

Schools are very social places requiring kids to negotiate many different social situations each day. 

Encourage kids to be open and tolerant; to be friendly; to be involved in plenty of activities and to be 

social risk-takers. Some kids close down their friendship opportunities through self-centredness, poor 

attitude and unwillingness to take social risks.  

 

7. Develop self-help skills 

Successful students are often well-organised, self-directed and self-motivated. You can foster 

organisational skills and self-direction by developing simple, age-appropriate self-help skills related to 

their everyday lives. Also use visual parenting techniques (outlined in Spoon-fed Generation) to aid 

organisation and encourage independence. Such skills as making lunches, packing school bags, and 

organising after school schedules can be great lessons that impact on how kids perform at school. 

 

At the start of the school year kids are likely to adopt changes than at any other time. Make the most of the 

opportunity by focusing on two or three areas to really target and youôll find that the rest may well fall into 

place. 

 

By Michael Grose 

  

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/spoonfed-generation/
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Programs and Initiatives 

The staff and I are excited about the programs and initiatives that we have in place for this year and we look 

forward to working in partnership with you in 2019. 

 

Thought for the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God bless, 

 

Carmel Costin 

Principal 

 

Kindy News 

  



Religious News  

Staff Mercy Pilgrimage 

On Friday, 1 February staff from Yidarra participated in a Mercy Pilgrimage which followed in the footsteps of 

Ursula Frayne and her Mercy Order Sisters when they arrived in Perth in 1846. The pilgrimage started in 

Fremantle on the shore at Batherôs Beach then progressed through the streets of Fremantle where the Sisters 

stayed for the night. The staff then re-enacted the journey down the Swan River and visited significant 

locations in Perth and then finally the Pro Cathedral in Victoria Square where the sisters had their first Mass 

together.  Ursula Frayne and her friends then went on to establish the first Mercy School and order in 

Australia. Yidarraôs ties to the Mercy Order goes back to 1985 when our first founding Principal, Sister Kelleher 

who was a member of the Mercy Order opened the school doors to Catholic children in the area. The 

Pilgrimage provided an opportunity for our staff to reflect on and celebrate our own unique Catholic identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming and Blessing of Student Leaders and Staff Mass 

On Thursday we celebrated our first whole school Mass for 2019, welcoming all new students and staff to our 

community, and also blessing our Year 6 Student Leaders. Thank you to our Year 6 readers and Altar Servers, 

our wonderful choir and the many others that helped make our first Mass very special. Thank you to the many 

parents who stayed after the Mass for some morning tea. 

 

Important Sacramental Dates 

Please note the following important dates for students who are in a Sacramental Year ï (Years 3,4,6) 

Attendance to the Parent/Child workshops, Commitments Masses and rehearsals is compulsory. 
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Sacrament of Eucharist  

Sacramental Masses: 22nd & 23rdJune 2019 

Parent/child Workshop: 14th May 2019 @ 6.15pm, start 6.30pm Corpus Christi  

Commitment Mass: 18th& 19th May 2019   

Rehearsal: 21st June 2019 @ 8.45am in church 

Gifts: 29th & 30thJune 2019    

Certificates: Yidarra 28th June 2019 @ 8.40am assembly 

 

Confirmation 

Sacramental Masses: 17th & 18th August 2019 

Parent/Child Workshop: 30th July 2019 @ 6.15pm, 6.30pm start (Corpus Christi) 

Commitment Mass: 3rd & 4th August 2019   

Rehearsal: 16th August 2019   

Gifts: 24th & 25th August 2019     

Certificates:  Yidarra: 23rd August 2019 @ 8.40am 

 

Reconciliation   

Sacrament Date: 19thOctober 2019 

Parent/Child Workshop: 10th September 2019, 6.15pm, 6.30pm start (Church)  

Commitment Mass: 14th & 15th September 2019   

Gifts: 20thOctober 2019 11am Mass     

Certificates: Yidarra 25th October 2019 assembly 8.40am 

 

Bumper sticker: ñHonk if you love Jesus, text him if you want to meet him.ò ï The message -  donôt 

text and drive. 

 

Be good, 

 

Nik Hofmeester 

Assistant Principal 
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Term 1 Calendar  

 

DATE EVENT 

MON, 4 FEB FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 

WED, 13 FEB STAFF MEETING 3.15PM 

FRI, 15 FEB P&F WELCOME NIGHT 

TUE, 19 FEB PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 6.30PM, Corpus Christi Gym 

THU, 21 FEB KINDY PARENT INFORMATION MORNING TEA 9.15-9.45AM 

FRI, 22 FEB PARENT CONNECT WELCOME MORNING TEA ï ALL WELCOME 

WED, 27 FEB STAFF MEETING 3.15PM 

TUE, 26 FEB FIRE DRILL 10.15AM ï OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR 30MIN 

THU, 28 FEB 5B MASS 9AM 

MON, 4 MAR  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

TUE, 5 MAR  PUPIL FREE DAY ï NO STUDENTS ATTEND SCHOOL 

WED, 6 MAR WHOLE SCHOOL MASS ASH WEDNEDAY Y1-6 AT 9AM 

THU, 7 MAR 5G MASS 9AM 

MON, 11 MAR  Y4-6 SWIMMING TRIALS RIVERTON LEISUREPLEX 12.15-3PM 

THU, 14 MAR 5R MASS 9AM 

FRI, 15 MAR YEAR 3 ASSEMBLY ITEM 

FRI, 15 MAR  P&F FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 6PM 

SUN, 17 MAR ST PATRICKôS DAY 

WED, 20 MAR STAFF MEETING 3.15PM 

WED, 20 MAR YEAR 6 EXCURSION BUNNINGS 

THU, 21 MAR 4B MASS 9AM 

TUE, 26 MAR  Y4-6 SWIMMING CARNIVAL RIVERTON LEISUREPLEX 9AM-3PM 

WED, 27 MAR P&F MEETING IN LIBRARY AT 7.30PM 

THU, 28 MAR 4G MASS 9AM  

FRI, 29 MAR PARENT CONNECT #1 MEETING AFTER ASSEMBLY IN LIBRARY 

THU, 4 APR 3G MASS 9AM 

TUE, 9 APR  INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL, ROCKINGHAM AQUATIC FRM 9.30AM 

THU, 11 APR 3G MASS 9AM 

FRI, 12 APR LAST DAY OF TERM 1 

FRI, 19 APR  GOOD FRIDAY 

SUN, 21 APR  EASTER SUNDAY 

MON, 22 APR  EASTER MONDAY 

MON, 29 APR FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 

 

NOTE: Dates may change, please refer to the website calendar for updates 
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2019 Term Dates 

Please find below the listed Term Dates for Yidarra Catholic Primary School for 2019. Included with these are 

the scheduled Pupil Free Days for the year. Please note that the finishing date is yet to be confirmed, but at 

this stage is the 13 December. 

 

Term 1  Monday 4 February ï Friday 12 April 

Term 2  Monday 29 April ï Friday 5 July 

Term 3  Monday 22 July ï Thursday 27 September 

Term 4  Monday 14 October ï Friday 13 December (To be confirmed) 

  

Pupil Free Days 2019 

Tuesday, 5 March  

Tuesday, 4 June  

Monday, 26 August  

Tuesday, 27 August  

Monday, 14 October  

 

School Fees 

School Fee invoices have been sent home, please forward your direct debit forms to the Bursar, Mary 

Courtney or the office staff as soon as possible. 

 

Fee Discounts for Pension/Health Care Card Holders 

All families who hold a valid Pension/Health Care Card are reminded to produce a copy to the school office 

asap, if you wish to obtain the discount on your school fees.  Please note that discounts will not apply if we 

do not have a current copy.  

 

Office Hours & Use of Office 

The office is open from 8am to 4pm and closed at 3.20pm on staff meeting days. The office staff ask for your 

assistance to refrain from using the office as a thoroughfare at pick-up time for your 3YO/Kindy and Pre-

primary child/ren, the gate next to the office will be open from 2.40pm each day.  This is helpful as students 

are collecting the notes bags and this will assist with student safety etc.  Also if you have any queries, please 

do not hesitate to email admin@yidarra.wa.edu.au or if urgent call or pop in to the office, we ensure your 

enquiry is answered ASAP, Yvonne, Shayla and Mary are always happy to help! 

 

SEQTA Log-in 

If you are unable to log-in to your account, please email the office via admin@yidarra.wa.edu.au or 

telephone/pop in to the office for assistance. 

  

mailto:admin@yidarra.wa.edu.au
mailto:admin@yidarra.wa.edu.au


School News  

 

Absentees 

If your child is absent, for your convenience an email to the office and teacher is suitable or a note can be 

dropped off or filled out in the office.  Alternatively, a phone call can be made via our absentee line, however, 

an email or note must be provided for all telephone or verbal messages. 

 

Arriving Late to School 

If your child should arrive after the 8.40am bell they need to report to the front office and sign in late ï this will 

avoid parents receiving an SMS.  

 

Students Going on Holidays 

If you are planning on taking your child out of school during term time, please notify the front office in writing 

at least two weeks prior to your departure. It is not something we recommend, but understand that at times 

this cannot be avoided. 

 

School Canteen Ordering & Volunteers Needed 

Parents are reminded that Yidarra and Corpus Christi College have a combined canteen. Yidarra parents can 

order online at the quickcliq website. The food is prepared at the Corpus Christi College cafeteria and 

delivered to Yidarra students at lunch time each day. The canteen manager, Jo Court, is calling for volunteers 

to help out in the canteen. If you would like to be on the canteen roster, please contact Jo directly, on 6332 

2520 or email: cafeteria@corpus.wa.edu.au.  

 

To make a Canteen order account go to - https://www.quickcliq.com.au/ 

 

Camp Australia ï Before & After School Care at Yidarra 

If you would like more information go to the link below or the Yidarra website: 

 

https://www.campaustralia.com.au/ 

 

Calendar - Website 

Calendar events are updated weekly from our website calendar and newsletters, please check regularly to 

avoid disappointment, go to - web.yidarra.wa.edu.au for the Calendar and newsletters. 

 

Lost Property 

There are items of school clothing in the lost property box and we are noticing that many do not have any 

name tags. We request that all items of school clothing be labelled.  

 

Smart Riders 

We are registered with Transperth for Smart Riders, if you wish to order a card for your child, please go to 

the link https://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/smartrider/types-of-smartrider/student-smartrider  

https://www.quickcliq.com.au/
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Choir Note 
 
Senior Choir  and Junior Choir will commence next week, Week 2. 
 
Senior Choir (Yrs 5 and 6) ï Tuesday 8.15am ï 8.45am 
Junior Choir  (Yrs 3 and 4) - Thursday  8.15am ï 8.45am 
 
All students are welcome and there are no auditions! Just turn up for some fun, action and great singing! 
 
Please use the door facing the oval to enter the music room and leave bags outside. See you there!, 
 
Jackie Carroll, Music Teacher 
 

Defibrillator in Library 

 

We would like to inform parents that the school has a defibrillator and our staff 

members have been trained in how to use it. Hopefully, we never have to use it, but 

it is reassuring to know that we have one in the school. The Defibrillator is located 

in the library at the entrance. 

 

 

 

Student First Aid Medical Boxes 

If your child has medication in the sickroom, please check with the office staff for expiry dates and replace if 

needed.  If your child requires medication, please ensure we have this information on file and medication is 

provided to the school.  

 

Nut Allergies 

Parents please refrain from supplying any foods that may contain nuts due to students who have 

allergies/anaphylaxis, thank you for your co-operation. 

 

A note from the Community Health Nurse 

Welcome to the new school year. My name is  Linda Kavanagh and I am the Community Health Nurse who 

visits your school. Community Health Nurses work in schools to promote healthy development and wellbeing 

so students may reach their full potential. A major part of my work is focused on early intervention and the 

School Entry Health Assessment program. 

Community Health Nurses serve as a health contact point for children and their families, providing information, 

assessment, health counselling and referral. The services provided are free and confidential. 

If you have a concern about your childôs health or development, please contact me via your school office or 

at my Community Health Base on 9314 0100. For general information on Communicable diseases, Head 

Lice etc. go to: http://www.health.wa.gov.au/  
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Forms will be sent home on Mon, 11 Feb for Y4-6 Students  


